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House of representatives

Pintd NYC offers artworks and collectibles from the Philippines
at a by-appointment gallery in the East Village

When Filipino neurologist and art
patron Joven Cuanang bought
the land where Pinté Art Museum now
stands in bucolic Antipolo in the 1970s,
little did he know that he would one day
branch out in New York. Located in an East
Village penthouse, Pintd's by-appointment-
only gallery showroom is a purveyor not
just of paintings, but also of collectibles
like handwoven textiles from Cuanang's
hometown province of llocos.

Pintd first tested the waters last spring in
New York when it participated in a 24-hour
pop-up event held in Urban Zen, Donna
Karan's chic Eastern-inspired boutique in
Greenwich Village. With David and Susan
Rockefeller and lingerie designer Josie

Natori as honorary chairs of the event, and
Manhattan style arbiter Federico de Vera as
curator, 30 Filipino artists sold their works
to a well-heeled Big Apple crowd who were
keen to delve into the relatively little-known
world of Filipino contemporary art.

Responding to that success, last
December Cuanang established a
permanent space in New York, helmed by
Italian Luca Parolari (pictured), a fellow
neurologist and art enthusiast. "With Pintd
NYC, we want to accelerate the appreciation
of Filipino art on a global scale,” says
Cuanang. "We hope the space will help
nurture cultural diplomacy. New York is a
melting pot of cultures and it's the perfect
place to start.”

Every other Wednesday, Parolari turns
the space into a salon and hosts discussions
about art, science, artificial intelligence,
journalism and anthropology. The evening
usually ends with a performance - so far,
guests have been entertained by a jazz
musician, a ballerina, a stand-up comic and
even a contortionist.

Lined up to take the stage soon is
Sheila Coronel, the Dean of Academic
Affairs of Columbia University's School of
Journalism, and New York Times business
reporter Emily Steel. Pintd's New York
outpost also has several shows in the
works, as well as pop-ups lined up in Tokyo,
Milan and San Sebastian. pintoart.com
- Marisse Gabrielle Reyes
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See how the other half lives in Singapore's Emerald Hill neighborhood. An art

walking tour this month will take you inside its shophouses, distinguished by
their Chinese Baroque architecture and originally occupied by Straits Chinese in the early 1900s.
Since it started in 2009, OH! Open House has been to seven hotspots in the Lion City - including
hipster haven Tiong Bahru and heritage-rich Joo Chiat. Each time, homeowners are paired with
artists tasked to create site-specific works that reveal stories about the neighborhood. This
edition will feature five houses and one school building, with 17 artists from Singapore, France,
Malaysia and Korea participating. The tour takes about two and a half hours and is scheduled for
the first four weekends (Saturday and Sunday) in March. ohopenhouse.org
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